
FAMPH – Guidance art. 10: 

impact sponsoring conferences
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Sponsoring

• venue rental

• technical support

• speaker fees

• printing materials

• catering (limited to 

the scientific program)

• No influence on the 

• content of the 

program

• selection of speakers

• target audience

• Payment for booth space 

= a purely commercial 

transaction
→ compensation in exchange for 

space, technical support, logistic

services, visibility, etc.

→ market-rate price

→ contract 

≠  must not be used for 

registration fees or other 

hospitality (otherwise =

prohibited benefit)

Exclusively aimed at supporting the 

scientific component of the event



Conditions

The funds are demonstrably and exclusively used for the scientific component

➢ Exclusively scientific nature & strict separation of other components 

If the event also includes 

other components, the 

scientific part must be 

clearly distinguishable

from non-scientific 

elements, i.e. any activity 

without scientific content 

(e.g. social, recreational, 

promotional activities —

including exhibition stands 

— non-scientific 

presentations, etc.)

This separation must be 

demonstrable in terms of 

content, organization, 

space, program, and 

funding, in order to

exclude any confusion or 

inappropriate influence
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Conditions for separation

• The promotional or social component must be clearly separated from the scientific 

program and must not form part of it

• Social or recreational activities may not interrupt or take place during the scientific 

program; they may only occur before or after it

• The non-scientific component must not undermine the scientific nature of the event

• No confusion may arise regarding the purpose or nature of the event; the scientific 

focus must remain central at all times

• Sponsorship under Article 10 may only relate to the scientific component

• No hospitality may be offered at company booths, except water, coffee, tea or soft 

drinks



R E S P O N S A B I L I T I E S
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ORGANIZER COMPANY

Financial flows must be organized in such a way that a complete 

and traceable separation is maintained between:

• funds linked to the scientific program, and

• funds used for non-scientific components

Before granting funding, it is advisable to have the 

necessary documentation demonstrating 

compliance with legal requirements, including at 

least:

• the detailed scientific program,

• the approved Mdeon visa (if applicable, e.g.

for multi-day events),

• a budget estimate from the organizer with 

planned scientific expenses.

Non-scientific component must not be financed by any company if 

this could directly or indirectly mix with the same financial flows or 

create the impression of support (perception!)
→ separate organization, communication, funding 

After the event, the organizer must be able to provide:

• invoices, proof of payment, and VAT receipts,

• a detailed breakdown of expenses,

• a complete overview of income and expenses demonstrating 

that funds were not used for non-scientific, promotional, or 

social activities. 

Clear contract with the organizer !
• The purpose of the funding;

• The estimate of the covered costs;

• A clause regarding compliance with Article 10;

• The obligation to submit supporting documents upon 

completion;

• A provision regarding the handling of unused funds;

• And, if applicable, the obligation to forward the 

Mdeon decision

The organizer remains fully responsible for the scientific 

independence and transparency of the event. Companies' contributions 

may help cover all or part of the registration fees or hospitality costs 

for participants, but this is permitted only to the extent that it relates 

exclusively to the scientific portion of the event.

All parties involved must retain detailed and verifiable documentation showing:

which funds were received, from whom, and for which exact costs they were used. This documentation must clearly 

demonstrate that funds were exclusively used for the scientific component. 



E X A M P L E



INCOME EXPENSES

• Own contribution of the organization

• Funding from pharmaceutical and medical device 

companies

• Funding from other sources

• Registration fees (number of participants × EUR)

• Costs paid by participants for non-compliant 

activities (Article 10)

• Subsidies/grants (e.g. governments or institutions)

• Other income (to be specified)

Venue-related costs:

• rental

• room setup

• technical installation

• other costs (e.g. electricity)

Costs related to printing and 

promotion:

•    costs related to printing

•    costs related to promotion

•    other (to be specified)

Speaker-related costs:

• fees

• transport

• accommodation

• meals

• other costs 

Personnel costs:

•    secretariat

•    reception

•    other (to be specified)

Hospitality costs (quantity ×

number of people × EUR):

• coffee breaks 

• lunches

• dinners

• other costs

Other expenses (to be specified):

•    conference bags and badges

•    website

•    insurance

•    Mdeon Visa

•    organizer's profit margin 

If participants pay for non-scientific components or if these are funded by another party, this must also be documented, 

clearly indicating who paid for which part of the event



T. +32 (0)2 609 54 90

W. www.mdeon.be

A. Park Lane D, Culliganlaan 2D.3 (4th floor), 1831 Diegem

Thank you ! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.mdeon.be/__;!!A_kSX19cfVk!EtT_4AYXeDczkqdAGVlgla88lEc51zOIFuNQDG1DGxvFhATlJUqg62JX9vKiVSKB91krC251VQA3AA$
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